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Tucked away in an unassuming corner on the 
enchanting Greek island of Crete, the five-star 
Abaton Island Resort & Spa is a haven for 
design aficionados. Stepping on the white 
marble floors of this luxury resort nestled 

right in the Sea of Crete, guests will immediately notice 
the incredible attention to detail.

Taking its cue from an ancient Greek term that was 
used to describe sacred places, Abaton was built as an 
intimate hideaway. The space, made not just for the 
financial elite, attracts guests who appreciate luxury 
inspired by nature and simplicity. The entirety of this 
sanctuary is adorned in white to reflect feelings of light, 
purity, innocence and perfection. The clear blue sea and 
Greek skies coupled with the white elements radiate a 
sense of paradisal bliss.

At Abaton, the experience is all about the design and 

architectural details – the small but important ones. The 
delicately placed sculptures throughout the lobby are 
sourced to resemble an intimate art gallery. All the 
furniture in the resort has been collected over time from 
various locations around the world by the hotel’s owner, 
Georgios Kaloutsakis, and his sister. Wander throughout, 
and one will notice that no room has the exact same 
furniture; each piece is beautifully bespoke. There are 
headboards handcrafted in Indonesia, pillows made in 
Crete, antique stools bought from Rome, and lounge 
chairs from Paris. With rare items collected from around 
the world throughout time, the décor exudes a feeling of 
a true boutique experience, inviting guests to feel cosy 
and at home. Each corner expresses an emotion, telling 
stories of travel and returning back home. 

Georgios’ father, the architect of Abaton, carefully 
designed the resort to evoke certain feelings and 
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sensations depending on where each 
guest chooses to explore in the spacious 

property. Georgios says, “The place where 
I see most of our guests feel connected to, 
is at the sunset lounge.” The lounge, 
which offers 180 degrees of unobstructed 
sea views, boasts an altitude that creates 
the illusion of being in motion with the 
seagulls that gracefully move between the 
shore and the sea. Not to mention the 
nearby picturesque town of Hersonissos 
can also be viewed from the lounge. When 
the sun is setting, it paints a striking 
orange palette in the sky, akin to an 
artwork. While the orange hue offers the 
feeling of warmth and stability, the distant 
city lights emanate freedom and 
independence. The dreamlike scene is 
comparable to the beauty of seeing 
glimmering city lights from a desert.

The buildings of the resort are strategically structured to follow 
the contours and heights of the surrounding land. The 
property hugs the uneven and postcard-pretty coastline, 
with a curvature that blends the resort smoothly in with 
the natural environment without any urban disturbance. 
For Georgios, happiness is measured by the number of 
guests that leave dreaming of their return. “A hotel can 
only be successful if it infiltrates emotions and 
experiences that cannot be found elsewhere,” he 
expresses. “This is what drives people back to a place 
again and again. We want our guests to experience small 
details that make them feel they are as special as they 
really are.”

The ultra-chic resort features 14 different room 
types from uniquely designed guest rooms to suites 
and two-storey villas, across 360 metres of mesmerising 
coastline. Guests can admire the sparkling Cretan 
coast from the comfort of a private outdoor terrace or 

private pool. The luxuries of Abaton’s accommodations are not just 
found in its interior design, but also in its services. For those 
seeking more adventure in the island of Crete, opt for a private 
helicopter or yacht. Or, if the desire is to rejuvenate, head to 
Abaton’s spa for a Turkish hammam, heated salt-water pool with a 
waterfall, sauna and steam room. 

After leaving this safe haven, we think it would be quite difficult 
to resist going back.  abaton.gr
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This picture and below: A stunning 
exterior view of Abaton Island Resort 

overlooking the tranquil waters of Crete

Above: The resort offers 
a variety of international, 
award-winning cuisine by 

Chef Zinon

The interior design of the hotel 
complements the surrounding nature, 

taking on a calming colour palette


